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Most  turkeys  used  as  breeders 
in  the  United  States  are  tested 
for  PuJlorum  disease  before  they  are 
fully  mature.  Therefore,  year-to- 
year  changes  in  July  December 
testings  tend  to  about  equal  corres 
ponding  changes  in  breeder  hens  on 
hand  early  in  the  following  year.  In 
1965,  July  December  testings 
totaled  slightly  over  3.1  million, 
up  0.3  million  from  a  year  earlier. 
This  indicates  a  significantly  larger 
breeder  flock  this  year  than  last. 
The  official  estimate  of  January  1 
breeder  hens  inventory  will  be  re- 
leased by  the  Statistical  Reporting 
Service  on  February  11. 
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SUMMARY 

Demand  for  poultry  expanded  vigorously  in  19&5.    Early  in  the  year  broiler 
and  turkey  prices  advanced  sharply  to  levels  well  above  a  year  earlier.  Poultry 
producers  responded  by  rapidly  expanding  production.    Commercial  chicken  and 
turkey  slaughter,  up  only  2  percent  from  a  year  earlier  in  the  first  6  months, 
jumped  to  a  rate  one-tenth   higher  in  the  second  half.    Recent  hatchery  activity 
indicates  that  production  will  continue  to  advance  over  the  next  several  months. 
Placements  of  broiler  chicks  in  23  States  in  the  13  weeks  ended  January  22  were 
13  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    All  of  these  will  be  marketed  before  the  end 
of  the  first  quarter.    Turkey  hatcheries  produced  2  million  more  poults  in  the 
last  k  months  of  1965  than  in  the  like  I96U  period. 

Underlying  the  strength  in  demand  during  1965  was  reduced  pork  production, 
which  held  combined  per  capita  supplies  of  red  meat  and  poultry  moderately  below 
year-earlier  levels.    Rising  consumer  incomes  and  continued  population  growth 
also  contributed  to  the  sharp  advance  in  demand  for  poultry.    Rising  employment 
brought  income  gains  to  lower  income  groups  who  tend  to  spend  a  large  share  of 
their  earnings  for  food.    In  addition,  increased  military  procurement  in  recent 
months  has  supplemented  the  generally  strong  demand  for  food.    These  factors 
are  expected  to  continue  enlarging  poultry  demand  throughout  the  first  half  of 
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1966.    However,  in  the  second  half,  broilers  will  face  stiffening  competition 
from  rising  supplies  of  red  meat,  especially  pork.    If  broiler  production  con- 
tinues 10  to  15  percent  above  year-earlier  rates,  second  half  prices  likely 
would  average  under  July-December  1965. 

Poultry  production  expanded  rapidly  after  mid-1965,  dampening  the  rise 
in  poultry  prices.    First  half  farm  broiler  prices  averaged  15.2  cents  per 
pound,  1.2  cents  above  a  year  earlier.    In  the  second  half,  they  averaged  15.0 
cents,  only  0.5  cent  above  a  year  earlier.    However,  in  January  1966  prices 
again  rose  sharply.    In  Delmarva  they  advanced  about  G\  cents  per  pound  in  the 
first  half  of  the  month  to  a  peak  of  22. U  cents  and  then  receded  to  Yl\  cents 
on  February  1.    At  their  high  point  prices  were  U-|  cents  above  a  year  earlier 
and  the  highest  level  since  March  1958. 

The  broiler  and  turkey  industries  appear  to  be  preparing  to  further 
step-up  production  in  the  second  half  of  1966.    Increased  placements  of  pullet 
chicks  in  November  and  December  as  well  as  in  earlier  months  indicate  that 
next  July's  breeder  flock  will  be  up  about  10  percent  from  1965.    Turkey  breed- 
ing flocks  have  also  expanded.    This  buildup  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  will 
greatly  increase  the  output  potential  after  midyear.    In  January,  turkey  growers 
indicated  plans  to  raise  7  percent  more  turkeys  in  1966  than  the  104.7  million 
in  1965. 

Egg  production  in  1965  totaled  180  million  cases,  up  slightly  from  1964. 
However,  population  growth,  greater  use  of  eggs  for  hatching  and  military  pro- 
curement of  dried  egg  solids  all  combined  to  lower  per  capita  civilian  egg 
supplies  by  1  or  2  percent  from  1964.    Supplies  tightened  as  the  year  progressed 
and  this,  together  with  the  increase  in  prices  of  other  high-protein  foods,  led 
to  a  sharp  rise  in  egg  prices  to  producers.    Farm  prices  rose  from  an  average 
of  33.8  cents  per  dozen  in  the  third  quarter  to  38.5  cents  in  the  fourth  quarter. 
On  February  1  prices  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  to  Iowa  producers  participating  in 
quality  marketing  programs  were  quoted  35-4l  cents  per  dozen,  down  5  cents  from 
mid-December,  but  13  cents  above  a  year  earlier. 

Civilian  egg  supplies  are  likely  to  remain  tight  at  least  through  early 
spring.    Egg  production  in  the  first  half  likely  will  run  below  a  year  earlier 
and  use  by  the  military  and  for  hatching  will  continue  larger.    The  Nation's 
laying  flock  on  January  1  contained  306  million  layers,  down  1  percent  from  a 
year  earlier.    The  flock  contained  older  birds,  kept  in  production  longer  be- 
cause of  the  relatively  high  egg  prices  of  recent  months.    Consequently,  more 
rigorous  culling  appears  likely  in  coming  months.    Compared  with  a  year  ago,  the 
rate  of  lay  may  rise  some  during  the  first  half,  but  an  offsetting  reduction  in 
the  number  of  layers  points  to  little  change  in  production. 

Hatchings  of  replacement  chicks  have  increased  above  a  year  ago  since 
last  summer.    This  is  in  response  to  the  higher  egg  prices  and  the  trend  toward 
hatching  flock  replacements  the  year  around.    Larger  hatchings  are  expected  to 
continue  over  the  next  several  months  and  to  restore  the  size  of  the  Nation's 
laying  flock  to  year-earlier  levels  by  late  sunnier.    The  influx  of  new  layers 
may  also  raise  the  rate  of  lay.    Therefore,  egg  production  in  the  second  half 
likely  will  be  rising  above  year-earlier  production  rates. 
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SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 

Egg  Production  Expected  to  Resume 
Uptrend  in  Second  Half 

Egg  production  in  1965  totaled  180  million  cases,  up  only  slightly  from 

1964  but  up  9  million  cases  from  i960.    The  increase  from  I96U  resulted  from  a 
higher  rate  of  lay,  since  layer  numbers  averaged  slightly  lower.    Except  for 
January  1965  when  the  rate  of  lay  surged  upward  and  production  was  k  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  output  on  a  daily  average  basis  hovered  within  1 
percent  of  the  I96U  level.    In  December  1965,  egg  production  totaled  15.1  million 
cases,  the  same  as  a  year  earlier  but  up  seasonally  from  ik.k  mill ion  cases  in 
November. 

The  number  of  replacement  chickens  raised  in  I965  declined  7  percent  from 
the  previous  year.    Despite  the  decline,  layers  numbered  306  million  on  January  1, 
down  only  1  percent  from  a  year  earlier .  Apparently  egg  producers  have  kept  older 
birds  in  production  longer  to  capitalize  on  the  higher  egg  prices  last  fall  and 
this  winter.    During  coming  months,  however,  many  of  the  older  birds  may  be  sent 
to  market,  delaying  the  recovery  of  flock  size  to  year-ago  levels.    This  is 
likely  even  though  about  h  million  more  replacement  chickens  were  started  in 
the  second  half  of  1965  than  in  July-December  I96U. 

The  smaller  national  flock  is  likely  to  keep  egg  production  below  the 

1965  level  during  January-June.    Smaller  output  appears  particularly  likeljrfor 
the  second  quarter,  a  period  in  which  little  or  no  year-to-year  increase  in  the 
rate  of  lay  usually  occurs.    First  quarter  output  per  layer  has  risen  an  aver- 
age of  1  percent  a  year  since  1959  >  hut  changes  from  one  year  to  the  next  vary 
considerably.    Thus,  first  quarter  output  per  layer  could  easily  move  1  percent 
in  either  direction.    Overall,  first  half  output  probably  will  total  slightly 
lower  than  in  first  half  1965. 

During  the  second  half  of  1966,  the  level  of  egg  production  will  depend 
increasingly  on  the  number  of  replacement  chicks  hatched  over  the  next  several 
months.    Relatively  high  egg  prices  are  expected  to  continue  at  least  through 
early  spring.    Thus,  the  uptrend  in  hatchings  which  got  underway. in  late  1965 
may  extend  over  the  next  several  months.    In  November  and  December  1965,  the 
replacement  pullet  chick  hatch  totaled  32  million,  up  11  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.    And  eggs  in  incubators  for  egg- type  chicks  on  January  1  were  18  per- 
cent more  than  on  January  1,  I965.    Increased  hatchings  are  likely  to  restore 
the  Nation's  laying  flock  to  year-earlier  size  before  fall.    The  influx  of  new 
layers  also  will  tend  to  result  in  a  larger-than-average  gain  in  the  rate  of 
lay  in  the  final  quarter  of  196*6.    Egg  production  may  rise  above  a  year  earlier 
after  midyear  and  in  the  closing  months  of  1966  may  be  substantially  higher. 

Egg  Prices  to  Continue  Strong 
Through  Early  Spring 

Egg  prices  began  1965  extremely  depressed  but  ended  the  year  substantially 
above  the  I96U  level.    By  quarters,  U.  S.  farm  prices  per  dozen,  with  year- 
earlier  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    First  quarter,  30.7  (36.2)j  second 
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quarter,  30.7  (30.8);  third  quarter,  33.8  (33.9);  and  fourth  quarter,  38.5 
(33.9).    Price  weakness  early  in  the  year  stemmed  from  rapidly  expanding  egg 
production  in  late  I96U  and  from  the  sudden  large  upward  surge  in  January  out- 
put.   However,  egg  production  after  January  settled  back  close  to  year-earlier 
levels.    In  the  second  quarter,  eggs  used  for  hatching  increased.    And  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  exports  moved  sharply  higher  and  the  Department  of  Defense  began 
to  procure  significant  quantities  of  dried  egg.    These  developments  reduced 
civilian  per  capita  egg  supplies  from  about  1  percent  above  a  year  earlier  in 
the  first  quarter  to  about  2  percent  below  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Military 
purchases  of  dried  egg  solids  in  the  last  quarter  of  1965  "were  equivalent  to 
about  1  percent  of  production  of  shell  eggs.    No  dried  egg  purchases  were  made 
by  the  Defense  Supply  Agency  during  this  period  of  196U.    Sudden  increases  in 
demand  such  as  those  recently  experienced  have  a  large  initial  impact  on  egg 
prices,  especially  when  egg  supplies  are  seasonally  small.    To  satisfy  such  a 
newly  emerging  demand,  eggs  are  bid  away  from  traditional  outlets.    This  tends 
to  boost  prices  by  more  than  would  occur  if  demand  expanded  more  gradually. 

Farm  egg  prices  advanced  each  month  in  the  second  half  of  1965  and 
reached  a  high  of  U0.9  cents  per  dozen  in  December.    At  this  level,  prices  were 
7.9  cents  above  a  year  earlier  and  the  highest  for  the  month  since  i960.  How- 
ever, between  mid-December  and  mid-January,  the  farm  prices  declined  seasonally. 
On  February  1,  prices  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  to  Iowa  producers  participating  in 
quality  marketing  programs  were  quoted  at  35-^1  cents  per  dozen,  down  5  cents 
from  mid-December  but  up  13  cents  from  a  year  earlier. 

Tight  supplies  of  eggs  tnrough  early  spring  are  likely  to  hold  egg  prices 
well  above  year-earlier  levels.    However,  as  soon  as  seasonally  rising  produc- 
tion begins  to  exceed  immediate  requirements  in  the  second  quarter,  egg  prices 
will  be  importantly  influenced  by  the  storage  demand.     In  1965 >  the  equivalent 
of  1.6  million  cases  of  eggs,  mostly  frozen  egg,  moved  into  storage  during 
March-July.    The  storage  demand  is  conditioned  by  the  expected  seasonal  rise  in 
egg  prices.    If  the  expected  large  hatchings  of  replacement  chicks  over  the 
next  several  months  materialize,  this  would  indicate  the  probability  of  higher 
egg  production  and  lower  prices  than  a  year  earlier  by  next  fall.    Such  a  price 
expectation  would  tend  to  discourage  interest  in  storing  eggs.    Therefore,  even 
with  sizeable  military  purchases  and  continued  smaller  per  capita  civilian  egg 
supplies,  egg  prices  are  likely  to  decline  seasonally  after  the  first  quarter. 
After  mid-1966,  egg  supplies  are  likely  to  be  moving  up  relative  to  a  year 
earlier  because  producers  are  now  taking  steps  to  increase  layer  numbers.  With 
prospective  supply  increases,  egg  prices  in  the  closing  months  of  1966  are 
likely  to  average  below  year-earlier  levels. 

Upsurge  in  Broiler  Production 
Gains  Momentum 

Broiler  production  has  been  expanding  rapidly  since  mid-1965.  Federally 
inspected  liveweight  slaughter  of  young  chickens  was  up  10  percent  in  the  third 
quarter  and  11  percent  in  the  fourth  from  year-earlier  levels.    In  the  first 
and  second  quarters  of  1965>  slaughter  was  only  3  to  k  percent  higher.  Some 
further  increase  in  slaughter  is  indicated  for  the  first  k  months  this  year. 


PES-2U0 


-  7  - 


FEBRUARY  1966 


Broiler  chicks  placed  in  23  States  in  the  13  weeks  ended  January  22,  to  be  mar- 
keted mostly  in  January-March,  were  13  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    And  egg 
settings  in  the  same  States  in  the  3  weeks  ended  January  22  were  up  10  percent. 

Stepped-up  third  quarter  broiler  production  followed  a  12-month  period 
of  higher  broiler  prices.    Farm  broiler  prices  in  July  196U-June  1965  averaged 
lk.8  cents  per  pound,  up  0.7  cent  from  a  year  earlier.    Prices  in  the  last  3 
months  of  this  period  were  especially  high  in  relation  to  a  year  earlier,  aver- 
aging 15.^  cents  per  pound  compared  with  13.8  cents  in  April-June  I96U.     In  the 
second  half  of  1965,  even  though  production  built  up  rapidly,  broiler  prices 
continued  higher  than  a  year  earlier  although  by  a  smaller  margin  than  in  the 
second  quarter.    Second  half  1965  farm  prices  averaged  15.0  cents  per  pound,  up 
from  ih.h  cents  in  July-December  I96U. 

However,  in  January,  broiler  prices  again  advanced  sharply  to  the  highest 
level  in  several  years.    In  Chicago,  prices  for  ready-to-cook  broilers  in  truck- 
lots  rose  from  25.6  cents  the  last  week  in  December  to  about  31.8  cents  the  last 
week  in  January.    The  late  January  price  was  up  about  5  cents  per  pound  from  a 
year  earlier.     In  Delmarva.  price  quotations  for  live  birds  averaged  22. k  cents 
per  pound  on  January  17,  ^5  cents  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  highest  level 
since  March  1958.    On  February  1,  the  Delmarva  quotation  had  receded  to  about 
17^  cents,  but  was  still  about  1  cent  above  that  date  last  year. 

The  strength  in  broiler  prices  during  the  past  year  can  be  attributed 
to  a  number  of  developments.    First,  pork  production  has  been  declining  rapidly, 
keeping  combined  per  capita  supplies  of  red  meat  and  poultry  at  below  year- 
earlier  levels  from  the  beginning  of  1965.    Second,  rising  per  capita  disposable 
income  over  recent  quarters  has  bolstered  consumer  purchasing  power.  With 
rising  employment,  significant  gains  likely  occurred  among  the  previously  unem- 
ployed and  those  in  the  lower  income  brackets  who  would  be  expected  to  spend  a 
large  share  of  the  increase  on  food.    Third,  increased  military  procurement  of 
food  appears  to  have  had  some  upward  impact  on  the  general  level  of  food  prices 
including  poultry. 

Demand  for  broilers  is  expected  to  continue  strong  in  1966,  especially 
through  the  first  half  of  the  year,  as  the  general  economic  growth  continues 
and  exports  rise  further.    The  recent  spurt  in  prices  appear  to  be  partly  a 
further  adjustment  to  the  relatively  high  prices  for  other  high-protein  foods 
and  partly  a  temporary  supply-demand  imbalance.    Prices  are  likely  to  fall  back 
closer  to  the  1965  level  over  the  next  month  or  so  as  broiler  production  con- 
tinues increasing  seasonally.    In  the  first  half,  prices  are  likely  to  average 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.    However,  in  the  second  half,  broilers  will  face 
stiffer  competition  than  a  year  earlier  from  increasing  supplies  of  red  meat 
(especially  pork)  and  turkeys.    Pork  production  is  expected  to  begin  increasing 
after  midyear.     If  broiler  production  continues  to  run  10  to  15  percent  above  a 
year  earlier,  second  half  prices  likely  would  average  below  a  year  earlier. 

The  broiler  industry  now  appears  to  be  taking  steps  that  would  lead  to 
continued  rapid  growth  in  output  in  the  second  half.    Pullet  chicks  placed  by 
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leading  breeders  for  hatchery  supply  flocks  was  up  20  percent  in  November  and 
U5  percent  in  December  from  the  196k  levels.    Placements  in  recent  months  in- 
dicate that  by  July  the  Nation's  broiler  breeder  flock  will  be  up  about  10 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  flock  that  supported  a  12  percent  increase  in 
October-December  broiler  chick  production  was  indicated  to  be  up  from  a  year 
earlier  by  only  5  percent.    Thus,  scheduled  increases  in  hatchery  supply  flocks 
will  expand  the  output  potential  of  the  broiler  industry. 

Chicken  Consumption  Sets  New  Record 

Per  capita  chicken  consumption  in  1965  is  estimated  at  33.*+  pounds,  up 
from  31.2  pounds  in  196U  and  28.1  pounds  in  i960.    Broilers  accounted  for  89 
percent  of  the  total  compared  with  83  percent  in  i960.    Despite  a  6  percent 
rise  in  farm  broiler  prices  in  19^5,  retail  prices,  as  reported  by  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics,  rose  only  3  percent  from  I96U  to  an  average  of  39.0  cents 
per  pound. 

Turkey  Prices  Rose 
After  Thanksgiving 

Farm  turkey  prices  in  I963  averaged  about  1^  cents  per  pound  above  the 
I96U  average  of  21.0  cents  despite  a  6  percent  increase  in  Federally  inspected 
slaughter.    Prices  moved  up  steadily  from  21.9  cents  per  pound  in  January  19^5 
to  23.7  cents  in  May,  in  response  to  shrinking  per  capita  supplies  of  meat 
(poultry  and  red  meat  combined)  and  rising  consumer  incomes. 

After  midyear,  turkey  production  increased  and  prices  fell  to  a  level 
which  permitted  the  demand  for  storage  to  become  effective.    The  year's  low  was 
21. k  cents  in  October.    As  Thanksgiving  approached,  demand  for  turkey  became 
stronger  than  anticipated  and  prices  for  hen  turkeys  in  major-producing  areas 
began  edging  upward.    Movement  of  turkeys  for  Thanksgiving  proved  exceptionally 
good,  leaving  fewer  turkeys  for  the  Christmas  market  than  expected.  Conse- 
quently, farm  turkey  prices  rose  from  22.1  cents  per  pound  in  November  to  23.8 
cents  in  December.    The  December  price  was  1.5  cents  above  a  year  earlier. 

Some  flocks  of  hens  in  December  sold  for  over  30  cents  per  pound.  Tom 
prices  also  rose  sharply  from  pre-Thanksgiving  levels.    Price  rises,  however, 
came  too  late  to  benefit  many  producers  since  most  of  them  had  already  sold 
their  birds. 

Federally  Inspected  Turkey  Slaughter 


Turkeys  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants  in  19^5  numbered  about 
93  million,  5  million  more  than  in  196^.    These  plants  processed  about  90  per- 
cent of  the  Nation's  turkey  crop  in  19^5  >  compared  with  8l  percent  in  i960. 
Slaughter  in  19&5  rose  about  6  percent  in  terms  of  average  liveweight  or  about 
1  percent  more  than  the  number  of  birds.    Average  liveweight  per  bird  rose  a 
little  because  proportionately  more  mature  turkeys  and  fewer  fryer-roasters 
were  marketed.     In  addition,  fryer-roasters  in  1965  were  heavier,  averaging 
about  8.8  pounds  per  bird,  compared  with  8.6  pounds  in  196k, 
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Use  of  turkey  in  processed  products  continued  to  increase  in  1965.  This 
reflected  the  turkey  industry's  attempt  to  tap  the  rapidly  expanding  market  for 
convenience  foods.    But,  it  also  represented  attempts  to  protect  profit  margins 
through  product  diversification.    In  January-November  19^5,  Federally  inspected 
plants  cut  up  87  million  pounds  of  turkey  into  parts  and  further  processed  an 
additional  22U  million  pounds  into  such  items  as  turkey  rolls,  roasts,  dinners, 
and  pot  pies.    Volumes  were  up  from  the  same  period  in  196U  by  60  percent  for 
cut-up  turkey  and  18  percent  for  the  further  processed  items.    In  196^,  about 
22  percent  of  all  turkey  meat  certified  in  Federally  inspected  plants  was  pro- 
cessed beyond  the  ready-to-cook  whole  bird  stage  compared  with  only  17  percent 
in  1962.    Output  of  whole  turkey  carcasses  from  Federally  inspected  plants 
increased  only  about  70  million  pounds  between  1962  and  I96U  compared  to  156 
million  in  total  output. 

For  most  producers,  1965  was  an  excellent  growing  year  for  turkeys. 
Growers  marketed  turkeys  earlier  than  was  anticipated  by  the  hatch  pattern. 
This,  and  an  apparent  further  shift  to  Federal  inspection,  is  shown  in  fig.  1 
by  the  disparity  in  third  quarter  19^5  between  the  change  in  advanced  poult 
hatchings  and  the  number  of  turkeys  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants. 
The  shorter  growing  period  was  due  to  generally  favorable  weather  and  further 
improvements  in  breeding,  nutrition,  disease  control,  and  management.  Producers 
probably  realized  some  reduction  in  growing  mortality  and  some  improvement  in 
feed  conversion  rates. 


POULTS  HATCHED  AND 
TURKEYS  SLAUGHTERED 


CHAN 

6 


GE  FROM  PRECEDING  YEAR  (MIL.  HEAD) 


1963 


1964 


Turkeys  slaughtered 


1965 


Poults  hatched 


— 1  1  1  ■ — — 1  1  1  1 — — 1  1  1  1 — 

MAR.  JUNE  SEPT.  DEC.  MAR.  JUNE  SEPT.  DEC.  MAR.  JUNE  SEPT.  DEC. 

*  HA  TCHIHGS  ADVANCED  4  MONTHS  FOR  LIGHT  BREEDS)  5  MONTHS  FOR  HEAVY  BREED  HENS, 
AND  6  MONTHS  FOR  HEAVY  BREED  TOMS. 

&FRYER  ROASTERS  AND  YOUNG  TURKEYS  SLAUGHTERED  IN  FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  PLANTS. 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC  ERS  4207  -66  (  I  ] 


ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


Fig.  1 
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With  larger  turkey  production  in  I965,  civilian  per  capita  consumption 
increased  despite  about  a  15-to  20-million-pound  increase  in  exports  and  some- 
what larger  military  procurement.    Total  civilian  disappearance  of  ready-to- 
cook  turkey  in  1965  is  currently  placed  at  l,k2k  million  pounds — up  60  million 
from  I96U.    On  a  per  capita  basis,  consumption  is  estimated  at  7.U  pounds,  up 
from  7.2  pounds  in  I96U  and  equal  to  the  record  use  in  1961.    Per  capita  turkey 
use  has  increased  U8  percent  since  1955. 

Large  Increase  in  Turkeys  Raised 
in  Prospect  for  I966 

Turkey  producers  appear  to  be  gearing  up  for  a  large  expansion  in  turkey 
production  this  year,  following  a  relatively  profitable  1965.     In  January  they 
indicated  that  they  intend  to  raise  112.1  million  turkeys  in  1966,  7  percent 
more  than  in  1965  and  h  percent  above  the  record  crop  of  108  million  in  I961. 
Intentions  are  to  raise  6  percent  more  heavy  breeds  and  12  percent  more  light 
breeds.    In  each  of  the  past  k  years  the  actual  numbers  of  all  turkeys  and 
heavy  breed  turkeys  raised  have  been  within  3  percent  of  the  intended  numbers. 
(See  table  9«)    For  light  breeds,  the  correspondence  during  this  period  has  not 
been  so  close,  but  intentions  have  correctly  indicated  the  direction  of  change. 

Confirming  growers  intentions  for  expansion  in  I966  are  the  greatly 
increased  level  of  hatchery  activity  in  recent  months  and  the  larger  number  of 
turkey  breeder  hens  being  held  for  the  1966  hatching  season.    Poult  hatchings 
during  September-December  19^5?  source  of  the  seasonally  small  slaughter  volume 
early  this  year,  totaled  8.3  million,  up  2.1  million  or  a  third  from  the  same 
period  a  year  ago.    And,  on  January  1,  eggs  in  incubators  were  up  67  percent 
from  January  1,  19&5.    A  January  hatch  proportionate  to  the  eggs  in  incubators 
would  represent  a  2.\  million  poult  increase  over  January  19^5 .    These  large 
percentage  gains  in  hatchings  over  a  year  earlier  will  not  continue  through  the 
main  hatching  months  of  March- June.    But,  the  number  of  turkey  breeder  hens 
currently  on  farms  probably  is  large  enough  to  permit  some  increase  in  poult 
production  during  this  period.     There  were  0.3  million  or  12  percent  more 
turkeys  tested  for  Pullorum  disease  in  July-December  I965  than  in  the  like  I96U 
period.    The  official  estimate  of  number  of  breeder  hens  on  farms  on  January  1 
will  be  released  by  the  Statistical  Reporting  Service  on  February  11.    In  its 
I966  Turkey  Market  Guide,  released  in  early  January,  the  Department  suggested 
that  the  number  of  breeder  hens  retained  for  the  1966  hatching  season  should 
not  exceed  the  number  retained  for  I965. 

Despite  the  prospect  for  substantially  larger  turkey  and  broiler  produc- 
tion, farm  turkey  prices  to  about  midyear  probably  will  be  about  the  same  as 
the  January-June  I965  average  of  22.9  cents  per  pound.     Poultry  prices  generally 
will  continue  to  benefit  from  reduced  pork  supplies,  strong  consumer  demand, 
increased  military  procurement  and  rising  exports.    Combined  per  capita 
supplies  of  red  meat  and  poultry  in  the  first  half  of  I966,  largely  due  to 
reduced  pork  production,  probably  will  total  below  a  year  earlier.    After  mid- 
year, however,  pork  production  is  expected  to  rise.    This,  along  with  greatly 
enlarged  broiler  and  turkey  production,  will  likely  put  turkey  prices  under 
increasing  pressure  later  this  year. 
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High-protein  Food  Stocks  at 
Relatively  Low  Levels 

January  1  cold  storage  holdings  of  poultry  and  eggs  and  most  other  high- 
protein  foods  vere  smaller  than  both  a  year  earlier  and  the  1960-64  average. 
(See  table  belov.)    Reduced  supplies  are  largely  due  to  sharply  declining  pork 
production  and  rapidly  rising  civilian,  military,  and  export  demand  for  high- 
protein  foods. 


Table  1. — Cold  storage  holdings  of  high-protein  foods, 
January  1,  1966  with  comparisons 


Ti.  -  ■■■ 

Item  , 

j  anua  ry  _l  , 
J.  you— OH 
average 

:  January  1, 
:  1965 

:  December  1, 
:  1965 

•  January  1, 
:  1966 

Thou  <;snd  <? 

Thousand  ^ 

Thou  ^and  <=; 

Thou  canrJ  c; 

Total  eggs  1/  : 

Case 

1,722 

1,534 

1,757 

1,370 

Shell  ! 

:  do. 

:  97 

62 

126 

81 

Frozen  : 

:  Pound  • 

64,164 

58,126 

64,435 

50,905 

Total  poultry  2/  ! 

do. 

:  349,631 

356,593 

389,628 

313,542 

Broilers  and 

fryers 

:  do. 

:  28,475 

26,825 

21,939 

24,315 

Roasters 

:    do.  < 

:  12,9^ 

10,090 

7,437 

9,006 

Hens,  fowl 

!    do.  : 

I  64,363 

64,944 

35,613 

37,388 

Turkeys 

!  do. 

!  198,629 

207,447 

279,337 

198,329 

Ducks 

:  do. 

:  9,054 

10,693 

9,512 

7,676 

All  red  meat  3/ 

t  do. 

!  522,031 

701,509 

453,024 

487,972 

Beef 

:  do. 

:  207,125 

315,441 

235,185 

259,765 

Frozen  pork 

:  do. 

:  190,025 

251,169 

110,212 

125,238 

Pork  in  cooler 

:  do. 

!  38,112 

32,465 

31,331 

27,919 

Total  cheese 

:  do. 

:  374,479 

325,952 

335,345 

305,329 

1/  Frozen  eggs  converted  on  the  basis  of  39*5  pounds  to  the  case.  2/  Includes 
unclassified  poultry.    3/  Includes  other  meat  and  meat  products. 


Foreign  Demand  for  Poultry  and 
Eggs  Strengthens  in  Late  1965 

U.  S.  turkey  exports  in  November  declined  seasonally  to  7.9  million 
pounds  from  11.3  million  in  October  but  were  still  85  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.    Shipments  during  January-November  1965  were  53.7  million  pounds,  38 
percent  above  a  year  earlier  and  record  high.    Exports  will  amount  to  about  4 
percent  of  total  U.  S.  turkey  production  in  1965  compared  with  3  percent  in 
1964.    Larger  sales  to  the  Common  Market,  mainly  West  Germany,  accounted  for 
most  of  the  increase  but  sales  to  other  countries  were  also  higher.  (See 
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table  13.)    The  variable  levy  on  turkeys  imported  into  West  Germany  declined 
from  12.7  cents  per  pound  during  October  1,  196U-June  30,  1965  to  12.0  cents  on 
July  1,  1965.     (See  table  Further  increases  in  turkey  exports  are  in 

prospect. 

A  series  of  downward  adjustments  in  the  high  EEC  levies  against  U.  S. 
broilers  permitted  U.  S.  exports  to  West  Germany  to  more  closely  approach  the 
year-earlier  level  in  the  second  half  of  1965.    Levies  against  Type  II  broilers 
(ready-to-cook  birds  with  giblets)  were  reduced  in  6  steps  from  18.0  cents  per 
pound  on  May  1,  1965  to  13.1  cents  on  January  17,  1966.    The  recovery  in  sales 
to  West  Germany,  together  with  gains  in  other  foreign  markets,  boosted  exports 
11  percent  above  a  year  earlier  during  October-November  19&5.     If  these  lower 
levies  are  continued  over  the  next  few  months,  U.  S.  broiler  exports  probably 
would  continue  to  expand  from  present  levels  and  be  much  above  the  extremely 
low  levels  of  early  19^5 .    Reduced  volume  during  early  19&5  was  partly  the  re- 
sult of  the  maritime  strike.     (See  table  15.)    Broiler  exports  in  January- 
November  1965  totaled  75.9  million  pounds  compared  with  102.5  million  in  the 
first  11  months  of  I96U.    They  represented  about  1  percent  of  U.  S.  production 
in  1965,  down  from  2  percent  in  196^. 

Late  in  19^5 »  egg  and  egg -product  exports  moved  sharply  above  year- 
earlier  levels.     In  October  and  November,  the  equivalent  of  3.7  million  dozen 
eggs  were  sold  to  foreign  countries,  up  from  2.5  million  dozen  a  year  earlier. 
Preliminary  data  available  for  December  also  indicate  larger  exports  than  a 
year  earlier  to  Western  Europe.    Larger  purchases  by  Switzerland  accounted  for 
much  of  the  increase  in  November.     In  January- November  1965,  U.  S.  egg  and  egg- 
product  exports  amounted  to  the  equivalent  of  18.U  million  dozen,  up  8  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.    Exports  in  1965  took  less  than  \  percent  of  U.  S. 
production. 

US DA  Ends  Poultry  Buying  Program 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  terminated  its  most  recent  purchasing  pro- 
gram for  turkeys  on  November  5  and  its  program  for  young  chickens  on  December  29. 
USDA  entered  the  market  in  1965  later  than  in  I96U  and  continued  buying  for  a 
shorter  period  of  time.     (See  tables  5  and  12.)    Turkey  purchases  in  19^5 
totaled  30  million  pounds,  only  about  half  as  much  as  in  I96U.    Young  chicken 
purchases,  at  37  million  pounds,  were  down  from  52  million  pounds  the  previous 
year. 

Costs  in  1965  were  $9.^  million  (shipping  point  basis)  for  turkeys  and 
$11.5  million  (delivered  basis)  for  chickens.    Turkeys,  which  were  financed 
with  Section  32  funds,  were  distributed  to  approximately  18  million  school 
children  and  provided  about  6  servings  per  child  during  the  year.    In  the  196k 
turkey  program,  purchases  were  made  with  Section  6  funds.    Chickens  in  19^5 
were  acquired  with  Section  6  funds, and,  therefore,  went  only  to  schools  par- 
ticipating in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program.    Total  chicken  purchases 
represented  about  5  servings  per  child  in  the  participating  schools. 
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NO  NO  NO  LfN  LfN 


NO  H  SP  CO  NO 
LfN  CO  OJ  ON  ON 
-X  J"  CO  CO 


O  CO  H  4"  t — 

ON  00  On  E —  00 
CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 


00  NO  CO  r— I  00  HNONOOOH 

OJ  OJ  H  00  O 
OJ  OJ  OJ  H  OJ 


ON  H  00  NO  O 
NO  NO  NO  NO  C"~ 
CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 


C     rH  CO  LfN  CO 


OJ  H  ON  LfN  LfN 
CO  CO  OJ  OJ  OJ 


t>  00  CO  00  ON 
r-i  H  r-i  r-{  H 


CO  ON  L" —  CO  (— I 
OJ  ON  ON  t—  b- 
J"  CO  CO  CO  CO 


00  H  ON  LfN  NO 
NO  NO  NO  LfN  NO 
CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 


OJ  ON  O  OJ  CO 
CO  OJ  CO  OJ  OJ 


-=f-  t—  OJ  H  NO 
OJ  OJ  CO  CO  CO 


OJ  J-  f-  O  CO 
CO  CO  CO -3" 


00  H      VO  t-J-  O  ro      tr-NO  On  On  OJ      c—  H  CO  O  ON 


J-  CO  H  LfN  H 

LfN  OJ  CO  rH  CO 

OJ  OJ  OJ  OJ  OJ 


OJ  H  C— -J"  ON 
CO  i— I  rH  On  O 
OJ  OJ  OJ  H  OJ 


OJ  NO  OJ  CO  H 
ON  D-00  C—  b- 
r4  H  r-i  H  rt 


C—  i — I  LfN  LfN  LfN 
CO  J"  CO  CO  r-j 
r-i  r-\  rt  r4 


3 


OJ  ON  ON  O 

oj  h  oj  oj 

H  rH  H  H 


NO  OJ  o  _=r 

OJ  CO  CO  CO  CO 
r-\  H  H  r-i  r-{ 


NO 

ON 

OJ 


NO  ON        LfN  O  NO  OJ  00        t--  t-  -3"  CO  O        LfN  C*—  LfN  CO  O  C— 


NO 
CO 


NO 
ON 

H 


NO-=f      CO  CO  OJ  O  O      NO  i—\  00  LfN  On     00  NO  H  CO  O-  H 


H  CO  o  CO  O  C —  LTN 
LfN-4"  LfN  J"  LfN  LfN  LfN 
CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  COCO 


OJ -3"  O  NO  OO         LfN  LTN -3"  Is-  ON        CO  NO  t-  ON  ON  CO-* 


CO  ON 

3F 


fc- 

H  o 


CO 


NO  O       O  OJ  CO  J"  CO      ^J-  O  LfN  O  CO       t>CO  O  J"  ON 
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CO 
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CD 


00  ON 

-4-  -=r 

ON  ON 
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o  h  oj  mj- 

LfN  LfN  LfN  LfN  LfN 
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H  H  H  H  H 
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Table    k, — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  i960  to  date  1/ 


lea: 

!  sr.. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

:  May  : 

June 

:  July 

:  Aug.  : 

Sept. 

:  Oct.  : 

Nov .  ; 

IrcC  . 

Pet 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

p«  + 

rc  \j  . 

Pullet  chicks  placed 

for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

7-1^  months  earlier  2/ 

i960 

:  -1 

-5 

-9 

-Ik 

-17 

-20 

-23 

-2k 

-2k 

-22 

-18 

-11 

J.  1*3.1. 

_2 

2 

7 

13 

18 

21 

22 

23 

25 

18 

1962 

:  13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-3 

-6 

-6 

-6 

-7 

-9 

-11 

1963 

:  -12 

-11 

-10 

-8 

-6 

-3 

-1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

1Q6U 

:  8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

3 

1 

_p 

c 

:  -6 

_S 

j 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

I* 

5 

7 

1  0 

JL\J 

J — L 

10 

9 

9 

9 

Broiler  chick  placements 

in  22  or  23  States 

advanced 

2 

months  to 

expected  m8! 

-keting  month 

I960 

•  -5 

-2 

0 

1 

-1 

2 

7 

10 

7 

7 

10 

13 

1961 

•  13 

10 

11 

13 

20 

19 

16 

10 

10 

10 

6 

2 

1962 

0 

3 

2 

2 

-1 

0 

-2 

-1 

-1 

3 

12 

19 

T  O/^ 

ifl 

±u 

k 

-1 

0 

2 

6 

7 

5 

2 

VJ 

T 
_L 

u 

c 

u 

6 

5 

3 

1 

-1 

1 

it 

5 

c 

? 

lj 

p 
c 

■3 
J 

U 

5 

5 

6 

8 

10 

11 

13 

-L  J 

Broiler  prices 

received  by 

U.  S.  producers 

I960 

7 

U 

6 

8 

10 

11 

9 

6 

5 

5 

0 

-3 

1961 

-5 

J| 

-7 

-1U 

-20 

-26 

-27 

-26 

-2U 

-2»t 

-16 

-8 

1962 

-3 

-3 

-3 

-1 

J, 

11 

18 

27 

29 

26 

12 

0 

-7 

-6 

-2 

2 

3 

1 

-3 

-8 

-9 

-6 

-3 

196*4 

_7 
1 

-7 

-10 

-9 

-7 

-3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

■J 

5 

8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

k 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Prices  paid  to 

commercial  hatcheries 

for  broiler-type 

chicks  3/ 

i960 

-6 

_3 

7 

19 

28 

26 

25 

28 

31 

28 

23 

20 

1961 

18 

19 

13 

0 

-15 

-21 

-23 

-27 

-31 

-31 

-29 

-26 

1962 

-22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-5 

1+ 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1 1 

10 

12 

111 

13 

6 

0 

-6 

-8 

-8 

-8 

-Q 

1  1 

-13 

-lit 

-13 

-10 

-5 

-k 

-3 

-it 

-It 

-1 

k 

10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-3 

-5 

Prices  paid  to  Georgia 

producers  for  hatching  eggs 

I960 

:  7 

13 

22 

37 

k3 

39 

36 

39 

Ui 

3k 

26 

20 

1961 

:  18 

21 

16 

1 

-15 

-22 

-2k 

-29 

-33 

-33 

-30 

-26 

1962 

:  -22 

-22 

-2k 

-22 

-ll» 

-3 

9 

2k 

33 

3k 

28 

23 

1963 

:  21 

2h 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-1 

-1 

-1 

-3 

-8 

196U 

:  -1U 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-k 

-1 

It 

1965 

:  9 

13 

15 

16 

lh 

10 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages. 

2/  Total  January  i960  through  March  i960  and  domestic  thereafter. 

3/  U.  S.  average  prices  i960  through  November  196U  and  Georgia  price  thereafter 
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Table    5. — USDA  purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  for  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  by  years,  196I-65,  by  weeks,  I96U  to  date 


Period 


Broiler  production 


Number 


Ready- to 
cook  weight 


Duration  of  program 


Number  of 
weeks 


Begin  and 
end 


Purchases 


Range  of 
prices  per 
pound 


Commodity 
cost  of 
purchases  2/ 


Mil. 

Mil,  lb. 

Wk.  Mo 

1,000  lb 

J.  ct. 

1,000  dol. 

1961  : 

1,993 

4,926 

24            l/Mar.-Dec.  44,790 

26.67-37.69 

13,UU8 

1962  ! 

2,026 

4,980 

22  Aug.- 

-Dec.  60,000 

27.28-33.20 

17,963 

1963 

2,104 

5,244 

19  Aug. 

-Dec.  50,100 

27.37-31.59 

1U,9U3 

1964  : 

2,161 

5,417 

24               July-Dec.  51,930 

28.09-31.69 

15,255 

1965  ! 

16  Sept.- 

-Dec.  37,320 

28.UU-3U.U6 

11,527 

Contracts 

Purchases 

:      Range  of  : 

Commodity  cost  of  purchases  2/ 

let  in 

:    prices  per  : 

week 

For  the 

Pi  rmi  1 1  n  +"i  vp 

:       pound  : 

For  the 

PiTmiiH  0 "t- 4  vp 

ending  ', 

week 

for  the  year 

week 

for  "the  year 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

Ct. 

1,000  dol. 

1,000  dol. 

1964 

! 

July 

22 

:  2,880 

2,880 

29.52-31.69 

872 

29 

:  2,730 

5,610 

29.l8-31.19 

812 

1,68U 

Aug. 

✓* 

6 

2,970 

8,580 

29.30-31.69 

889 

2,573 

14 

2,610 

11,190 

29. 40-31. 69 

78l 

3,35U 

20 

:  2,460 

13,650 

29. 40-31. 5o 

735 

U,o89 

26 

810 

14,460 

29.49-31.09 

oil  ii 

244 

U,333 

Sept. 

3 

:  930 

15,390 

29.47-31.67 

200 

U,613 

10 

2,580 

17,970 

29.29-31.53 

765 

5,378 

17 

:  2,250 

20,220 

29.34-31.37 

677 

6,056 

24 

2,130 

22,350 

00  f\Q   o/*\  Qa 

627 

6,6o2 

Oct. 

1 

:        2 , 160 

24 , 510 

2o.o5-30.99 

630 

7,320 

7 

:  2,l60 

26,670 

2O.4O-30. 79 

631 

7,951 

14 

2,100 

28,770 

nQ  ),Q 

2D. 4O-3O.O5 

606 

8,557 

22 

1,890 

30,660 

cfl   nr\  £L\t 
2o. 5O-3O.O4 

557 

9,H5 

28 

2,l60 

32,820 

r>Q     J.I.     r\  f\    r- ) , 

2o. 44-30. 54 

b2b 

9,7Uo 

Nov. 

5 

:  2,250 

35,070 

2o. 10-30. 44 

645 

10,386 

12 

1,170 

36,240 

2ti.3i-3O.44 

3U0 

10,726 

19 

!  1,440 

37,680 

2o. 36-30.01 

U17 

ll,lU3 

25 

:  2,490 

40,170 

nQ    oc  t~*\f*\ 

20.25-29.90 

7lU 

11,857 

Dec. 

2 

43  ,0f  O 

20.19-29.90 

0<rU 

9 

:  2,820 

45,870 

20.09-30.00 

809 

13,U86 

19 

:  2,760 

48,630 

28.i5-29.9O 

787 

lU,273 

23 

:  1,230 

1*9,860 

28.37-29.95 

35U 

1U.628 

30 

:  2,070 

51,930 

597 

15,255 

1965 

29.49-32.49 

665 

665 

Sept. 

16 

:  2,130 

2,130 

23 

:  2,790 

4,920 

29.03-32.36 

8U8 

1,513 

29 

:  3,030 

7,950 

28.uu-31.80 

920 

2,U32 

:  Oct. 

6 

:  2,220 

10,170 

29.65-31.60 

67U 

3,107 

14 

:  1,530 

11,700 

29. 89-32. 6U 

U8l 

3,588 

21 

:  1,140 

12,840 

29.93-3U.U6 

357 

3.9U5 

29 

:  1,170 

lU,010 

30.63-32.78 

366 

U,311 

Nov. 

5 

:  990 

15,000 

30.80-31.95 

313 

U,62U 

12 

:  2,670 

17,670 

29.35-32.77 

8U0 

5,U6U 

18 

:  2,940 

20,610 

29.9U-32.6U 

919 

6,383 

24 

:  2,970 

23,580 

29.69-31.76 

920 

7,303 

:  Dec. 

1 

:  3,030 

26,610 

29.3U-31.59 

928 

8,231 

8 

:  3,120 

29,730 

29.77-31.98 

958 

9,190 

16 

:  3,030 

32,760 

29.UU-33.1U 

929 

10,119 

23 

:  2,490 

35,250 

29.U3-33.00 

766 

10,886 

29 

:  2,070 

37,320 

29.7U-3i.82 

6Ul 

11,527 

1/  First  program  in  month  of  March,  second  in  August -December. 

2/  In  I96I  through  I96U  the  cost  is  at  shipping  points;  in  1965  it  is  at  points  of  destination. 
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Table    7. — Poults  hatched  and  turkeys  slaughtered,  in  Federally- 
inspected  plants,  by  quarters,  1963-65 


(includes  data  for  figure  1) 


Poults 

hatched  advanced  l/ 

Year 

r  irsu 

Third  : 

Fourth  : 

Total 

quarter 

quarter  * 

quarter  ; 

quarter  j 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

.        ft  n 

7  6 
i  .0 

3U.1 

51.  U 

±\J±  •  JL 

r  .0 

0  ,± 

Of.-? 

c;r>  ft 

1  c\o  0 

±SJc. .  U 

196U  < 

7.3 

7.U 

1+0.8 

53.0 

108.5 

>          7  Q 

U1.0 

56.1 

Til  O 

Change  from  a  : 

year  earlier;  ; 

1963  : 

:  -.H 

-1.5 

3.U 

-.6 

•9 

19o4  ! 

:  -.3 

1.3 

3.3 

2.2 

6.5 

1965  : 

!  .6 

-1.2 

.2 

3.1 

2.7 

Fryer-roaster  and  young  turkeys  slaughtered 

in  Federally  inspected  plants 

First 

:  Second 

:  Third 

:  Fourth 

\  Total 

quarter 

:  quarter 

:  quarter 

:  quarter 

:  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

±yOd 

\  k.Q 

6.7 

26.2 

38.8 

76.5 

l  h.k 

5.9 

30.0 

38.9 

79.3 

196U 

1  k.9 

7.2 

32.3 

U0.7 

85.1 

1965 

7.5 

3^.8 

^3.9 

90.7 

Change  from  a 

year  earlier: 

2.8 

1963 

S  -.u 

-.8 

3.8 

.1 

196U 

:  .h 

1.3 

2.3 

1.8 

5.8 

1965 

:  -.3 

.2 

2.5 

3.2 

5.6 

1/  Light  breeds  advanced  h  months,  heavy  hens  5  months,  and  heavy  toms  6 
months . 
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Table    9. — Turkeys  raised:    Reported  in  1965  and  intended  for  1966,  by  States 


Number 

raised  in 

1965 

Number  intended 

for  raising  in  1966 

State  and  : 

Total 

division  : 

Heavy  : 

Light 

Total 

Heavy 

Light 

'.  As  a  percent- 

breeds  : 

breeds 

breeds 

breeds 

Number 

1    age  of  1965 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

Maine  ! 

1+8 

0 

1+8 

1+5 

0 

1+5 

91+ 

New  Hampshire  ; 

81 

5 

86 

81 

5 

86 

100 

Vermont  ! 

22 

0 

22 

20 

0 

20 

91 

Massachusetts  : 

320 

1+ 

32U 

317 

l+ 

321 

99 

Rhode  Island  ! 

21 

0 

21 

23 

0 

23 

110 

Connecticut 

17k 

1 

175 

152 

1 

153 

87 

New  York  ! 

3,U6 

26 

37U 

3kk 

29 

373 

100 

New  Jersey 

U76 

1U 

1+90 

586 

11+ 

600 

122 

Pennsylvania 

1,357 

270 

1,627 

1,1+62 

300 

1,763 

108 

North  Atlantic 

2,B47 

320 

3,167 

3,031 

353 

3.38U 

107 

Ohio 

2,723 

785 

3,508 

2,779 

76i 

3,5i+o 

101 

Indiana 

3,203 

199 

3,1+02 

3,505 

219 

3,72i+ 

109 

Illinois 

1,239 

95 

1,33*+ 

1,200 

59 

1,259 

91+ 

Michigan 

968 

65 

1,033 

1,063 

70 

1,133 

110 

Wisconsin 

5,263 

181 

5,M+1+ 

5,333 

221 

5,55i+ 

102 

East  North  Central 

13,396 

1,325 

1U,721 

13,880 

1,330 

15,210 

103 

Minnesota 

13,877 

1,970 

15,81+7 

13,899 

2,502 

16,1+01 

103 

Iowa 

7,683 

1+56 

8,139 

7,701+ 

1+83 

8,187 

101 

Missouri 

6,996 

592 

7,588 

7,636 

622 

8,258 

109 

North  Dakota 

955 

18 

973 

990 

18 

1,008 

101+ 

South  Dakota 

60U 

1+77 

1,081 

567 

582 

l,l>+9 

106 

Nebraska 

1,11*8 

21 

1,169 

1,091 

19 

1,110 

95 

Kansas 

655 

37 

692 

628 

1+1 

669 

97 

West  North  Central 

31,918 

3,571 

35,U89 

32,515 

U.267 

36,782 

10U 

Delaware 

:  156 

267 

1+23 

197 

299 

1+96 

117 

Maryland 

250 

16 

266 

255 

16 

271 

102 

Virginia 

2,1+17 

2,516 

1*,933 

2,527 

2,390 

1+,917 

100 

West  Virginia 

658 

1,221 

1,879 

735 

1,526 

2,26l 

120 

North  Carolina 

l+,222 

820 

5,01+2 

U,376 

98U 

5,360 

106 

South  Carolina 

:  810 

12 

822 

1/870 

1/321+ 

993 

121 

Georgia 

1,191+ 

57 

1,251 

1,585 

103 

1,688 

135 

Florida 

20 

I89 

209 

1/ 

1/ 

201 

96 

South  Atlantic 

9,727 

5,098 

1^,825 

10,51+5 

5,6^2 

16,187 

109 

Kentucky 

1,021 

1 

1,022 

1,056 

1 

1,057 

103 

Tennessee 

i  72 

2 

7U 

132 

0 

132 

178 

Alabama 

:  762 

21 

783 

9U2 

21 

963 

123 

Mississippi 

:  113 

2 

115 

113 

2 

115 

100 

Arkansas 

:  h,39^ 

1+08 

l+,802 

5,529 

1+1+9 

5,978 

12U 

Louisiana 

l  21 

1 

22 

17 

1 

18 

82 

Oklahoma 

1,35>+ 

91 

1,1^5 

1,508 

93 

1,601 

111 

Texas 

:  5,2^ 

37 

5,283 

5,611 

30 

5,6Ul 

107 

South  Central 

■  12,983 

563 

13.5H6 

1U,908 

597 

15,505 

111+ 

Montana  and  Idaho  2/ 

:  198 

32 

230 

255 

1+8 

303 

132 

Wyoming 

if  k 

0 

1+ 

1+ 

0 

1+ 

100 

Colorado 

:  2,010 

36 

2,01+6 

2,508 

18 

2,526 

123 

New  Mexico 

:  10 

1 

11 

7 

1 

8 

73 

Arizona 

!  108 

1 

109 

130 

1 

131 

120 

Utah 

:  2,836 

21 

2,857 

2,853 

30 

2,883 

101 

Nevada 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Washington 

:  1+82 

hi 

523 

1+87 

1+1 

528 

101 

Oregon 

:  1,335 

210 

1,51*5 

1,372 

231 

1,603 

101+ 

California 

:  15,027 

6U0 

15,667 

16,360 

701+ 

17,061+ 

109 

Western 

22,010 

982 

22,992 

23,976 

1,071+ 

25,050 

109 

United  States 

:  92,881 

11,859 

10l+,7!*0 

98,855 

13,263 

112,118 

107 

1/  South  Carolina  and  Florida  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
2/  Montana  and  Idaho  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
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Table  10. — Intentions  to  keep  turkey  breeder  hens,  and  to  raise 
turkeys  compared  with  later  developments,  1955-66 


Reported 


Percentage  change  from  a  year  earlier 


I  ea  r 

J  Profit- 
.  ability 
.  ratio  in 
.  preceding 
.    year  1/ 

Breeders 
on  fa  rms 
Jan.  1 

Turkeys 

raised 

.  Profit- 
ability 
ratio  in 
preceding 
year 

Breeders 
on  farm 
Jan.  1 

Intentions 
to  raise 
turkeys 

Turkeys 

raised 

Total  . 

Per 
Jan .  1 
breeder 

Total  . 

Per 
Jan.  1 
breeder 

Mil. 

Mil. 

No. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

All  turkeys 

1955 

:  1.07 

3.0 

65.7 

21.8 

-13.0 

-2.7 

-4 

-3.0 

-0.5 

1956 

:  1.20 

3.2 

76.8 

24.1 

12.1 

5.6 

6 

l6  9 

10  6 

1957 

:  1.1k 

3.6 

81.  4 

22.6 

-5.0 

13.3 

10 

6.1 

-6.2 

1958 

i 

3.3 

79.6 

23.8 

-17.5 

-7.5 

1 

-2.3 

5.3 

1959 

:  1.00 

3.7 

23.1 

6.U 

9.8 

5 

6.2 

-2.9 

i960 

:  1.08 

3.3 

84.7 

25.5 

8.0 

9.1 

6 

.3 

10.4 

1961 

;  1.18 

k.3 

108.1 

24.9 

9.3 

30.5 

20 

27.6 

-2.4 

1962 

:  .84 

3.9 

92.  k 

23.9 

-28.8 

-11.0 

-12 

-14.6 

-4.0 

1963 

:  .9* 

3.9 

93.  4 

24.2 

11.9 

-.4 

3 

1.1 

1.3 

196J* 

{  .98 

3.8 

99.7 

26.3 

4.3 

-1.7 

4 

6.7 

8.7 

1965 

•  .95 

3.8 

104.7 

27.3 

-3.1 

1.3 

4 

5.1 

3.8 

1966 

•  1.03 

112.1 

8.4 

7 

Heavy  breeds 

1955 

2.5 

48.8 

19.7 

1.7 

0 

.6 

-1.0 

1956 

2.7 

63.I 

23.2 

9.5 

14 

29.2 

17.8 

1957  : 

:  — 

3.1 

68.1 

21.8 

15.1 

13 

8.0 

-6.0 

195S  : 

i  ~ 

2.9 

67.2 

23.4 

-8.1 

3 

-1.3 

7.3 

1959  : 

3.1 

68.7 

22.  4 

6.9 

3 

2.2 

-*+.3 

i960  1 

2.9 

74.4 

25.6 

-5.lt 

12 

8.3 

14. 3 

1961  ! 

— 

3.9 

95.  4 

24.5 

33.9 

22 

28.3 

-U.3 

1962  : 

— 

3.5 

83.3 

23.5 

-8.8 

-11 

-12.6 

-4.1 

1963  ! 

— 

3.5 

83.7 

24.1 

-2.0 

3 

.4 

2.6 

1964  : 

— 

3-* 

88.2 

26.1 

-2.6 

4 

5.*» 

8.3 

1965  ! 

M 

92.9 

27.2 

.1 

2 

5.3 

4.2 

1966  : 

— 

6 

l 

Light  breeds 

1955  ! 

— - — 

.5 

16.8 

31.6 

-18.9 

-11 

-12.1 

8.2 

1956  : 

.5 

13.7 

29.4 

-12.6 

-16 

-18.6 

-7  0 

1957  : 

— 

.5 

13. U 

27.9 

2.8 

-3 

-2.6 

-5.1 

1958  : 

.5 

12.3 

26.7 

-3.3 

-11 

-7.5 

-4.3 

1959  : 

.6 

15.8 

26.8 

27.6 

16 

28.3 

.4 

i960  ! 

.4 

10.3 

24.5 

-28.4 

-18 

-3^.7 

-8.6 

1961  : 

.5 

12.7 

28.1 

7.1 

5 

23.0 

14.7 

1962  : 

.3 

9.0 

28.2 

-29. 4 

-19 

-29.1 

.4 

1963  : 

9.7 

25.6 

18.1 

2 

7.1 

-9.2 

1964  : 

.4 

11.5 

28.  4 

6.9 

6 

18.5 

10.9 

1965  : 

.4 

11.9 

27.9 

5.2 

13 

3.5 

-1.8 

1966  : 

12 

1/  See  November  1965  issue  of  the  "Poultry  and  Egg  Situation"  for  derivations  of  this  measure. 
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Table  11. — Turkey  breeder  hens:    Intentions  to  keep,  testings,  and 
January  1  numbers  by  breed  types,  1955  to  date 


(includes  data  for  cover  chart) 


Reported 

Change  from  a 

year  earlier 

Turkeys 

Breeder 

hens 

Absolute  \ 

Percentage 

Turkeys 

Breeder  hens 

Turkeys  ■ 

Breeder  hens 

tested 

Intended 

Intended 

Year  . 

under  NPIP 

number 

tested 

Intended 

tested  . 

in  last 

On 

under 

number  ver- 

On 

under  NPIP] 

number  ver-' 

On 

half  of 

ppH  1  ncr 
v  cui Mo 

farms 

NPIP  in  \ 

sus  actual 

farms 

in  last  ! 

sus  actual 

farms 

preceding 

Of*  4"  fiV»  p  t* 

Jan.  1 

.last  half 

number  in 

Jan.  1 

half  of  J 

IlUulUCX  XII 

Jan.  1 

year 

1/ 
±J 

.of  preced- 

preceding 

preceding 

preceding 

ing  year 

year  1/ 

year  . 

year  l/ 

Thou 

Thou 

Thou . 

Thou 

Thou 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet . 

A"l  1  turkevs 

1955 

2  170 

3.012 

-12 

-83 

-1 

-3 

1956  : 

2  253 

3  371 

3  181 

83 

359 

169 

4 

12 

6 

1957  ! 

2,795 

3,601 

3,605 

542 

U20 

42U 

24 

13 

13 

1958  : 

2,1+94 

3,418 

3,336 

-301 

-187 

-269 

-11 

_5 

-7 

1 

1959 

2,703 

3,713 

3,662 

209 

377 

326 

8 

]_1 

10 

I960  ! 

2,1+11 

3  506 

3.327 

-292 

-156 

-335 

-11 

-4 

-9 

1961  : 

3  37? 

1+  082 

4  342 

961 

755 

1,015 

1+0 

23 

31 

1962 

2,826 

1+.232 

3,866 

-546 

-110 

-476 

-16 

-3 

-11 

1963 

2,765 

3.911 

3,852 

-61 

45 

-14 

-2 

l 

0 

196U 

2,769 

3,890 

3,786 

4 

38 

-66 

0 

l 

-2 

1965 

2,739 

3,925 

3,835 

-30 

139 

49 

_i 

u 

1 

1966 

3.058 

1+.009 

319 

174 

12 

5 

Heavy  breeds 

1955 

1  815 

2.479 

98 

4l 

6 

2 

1956 

1  071 

-1.  y  7  f  J. 

2,801 

2,715 

156 

322 

236 

9 

13 

10 

1957 

2,511 

3,1^9 

3,126 

540 

1+31+ 

411 

27 

16 

15 

1958 

'  2,259 

3,ooi 

2,873 

-252 

-125 

-253 

-10 

-4 

-8 

1959 

:  2,310 

3,071+ 

3,071 

51 

201 

198 

2 

7 

7 

f 

i960 

?  195 

3  010 

2  904 

-115 

-61 

-167 

-5 

_2 

_5 

1961 

3  148 

3  6C9 

3  889 

953 

755 

985 

43 

26 

34 

1962 

•       ?  70? 

3  889 

3  546 

-446 

0 

-3^3 

-14 

0 

-9 

196? 

:  2,6l8 

3  546 

-84 

0 

-72 

-3 

0 

_2 

I96U 

:  2,600 

3,474 

3,382 

-18 

0 

-92 

_1 

0 

-3 

1965 

:  2,560 

3,517 

3,410 

-40 

135 

28 

-2 

It 

1 

1966 

?  on 

3  546 

351 

136 

k 

Light  breeds 

1955 

•  355 

533 

-110 

-124 

-24 

-19 

1956 

.  282 

570 

466 

-73 

37 

-67 

-21 

7 

-13 

1957 

i  284 

452 

479 

2 

-11+ 

13 

1 

-3 

3 

1958 

:  235 

417 

463 

-49 

-62 

-16 

-17 

-13 

-3 

1959 

:  393 

639 

591 

158 

176 

128 

67 

38 

28 

I960 

!  216 

496 

423 

-177 

-95 

-168 

-45 

-16 

-28 

1961 

:  22U 

423 

453 

8 

0 

30 

4 

0 

7 

1962 

:  121+ 

344 

320 

-100 

-109 

-133 

-45 

-24 

-29 

1963 

:  11+8 

365 

378 

24 

45 

58 

19 

14 

18 

1964 

:  169 

416 

404 

21 

38 

26 

14 

10 

7 

1965 

:  179 

408 

425 

10 

4 

21 

6 

1 

5 

1966 

:.  11+8 

463 

-31 

38 

-17 

9 

1/  Total  for  the  United  States  based  on  intended  percentage  change  reported  for  15  States. 
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Table  12. — USDA  purchases  of  ready-to-cook  turkeys  by  years,  1951-65,  by  weeks,  1963  to  date  1/ 


\  Size 

of  turkey  crop 

Duration  of  program  * 

:    Range  of 

:  Commodity 

Period 

Ready-to- 

Number  of 

:  Purchases  :  orices  tier 

:    cost  of 

Head 

Begin  and  . 

:  pound 

:  purchases 

raised     .  cook  weight 

weeks 

end  J 

Million 

1,000 

1,000 

:  Millions 

pounds 

Weeks 

Months  pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

1951 

:  53 

703 







1952 

:  62 

795 



—  27,852 





1953 

s  60 

758 



20,327 





195* 

:  68 

870 







1955 

i  66 

818 







1956 

:  77 

957 

10 

Sept 

-Nov.  27,111+ 

37.00-39.50 

10,U00 

1957 

:  81 

1,031+ 



1958-59 

:  80 

1,038 

28 

July-Feb.  23,560 

31.29-37.50 

7,969 

1959 

:  8U 

1,123 

U 

Sept 

-Oct.  21,570 

32. ±7-35. 99 

7,1+16 

I960  g/ 

85 

1,162 

k 

Sept 

-Oct.  18,720 

3lt.7U-37.U7 

6,800 

1961  3/ 

t  108 

1,506 

10 

Aug. -Nov.  59,950 

25.93-31.95 

17,018 

1962 

:  92 

1.30U 

9 

Sept 

-Nov.  U2,900 

30.97-33.75 

13,927 

1963 

:  93 

8 

Aug 

.-Oct.  1+3,560 

31.1+8-33.75 

lU,200 

196U 

!  100 

1,1+33 

11 

Aug 

-Oct.  60,775 

29.1+5-33.1+6 

19,171+ 

1965  v 

iou 

7 

Sept. -Nov.  29,736 

30.U3-32.95 

9,382 

Contracts 

|  Purchases 

Range  of      •  Commodity  cost  of  purchases 

let  in 

nrices  Der  : 

week 

For  the 

.  Cumulative 

_->i,Tirt          .      For  the      .  Cumulative 

ending 

\  week 

\  for  the  year  \ 

week         *  for 

the  year 

1 ,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1963 

:  pounds 

pounds 

Cents  dollars 

dollars 

Aug. 

30 

■  1,1+85 

l,»+85 

31.1+8-33.75 

U82 

U82 

Sept. 

U 

:  7,590 

9,075 

31.72-33.71+ 

2.U73 

2,955 

12 

:  8,855 

17,930 

31.88-33.71+ 

2,89!+ 

5.8U9 

19 

:  9,1+60 

27,390 

31.92-33.7U 

3,078 

8,927 

26 

:  5,005 

32,395 

31.97-33.75 

1,631+ 

10,561 

Oct. 

3 

:  3,850 

36,21+5 

32.lU-33.75 

1,260 

11,821 

10 

:  3,21+5 

39,1+90 

31.65-33.73 

1,05U 

12,875 

17 

t  ++,070 

1+3,560 

32.09-33.75 

1,325 

lU,200 

1964 

Aug. 

Ik 

:  2,1+75 

2,1+75 

30.88-33.1+6 

788 

788 

20 

:  U,i80 

6,655 

31.1+7-33.28 

1,350 

2,138 

27 

:  6,105 

12,760 

31.15-33.20 

1,91+7 

U,085 

:  Sept. 

3 

:  10,010 

22,770 

30.83-33.10 

3,185 

7,270 

10 

:  8,71+5 

31,515 

30.71+-33.09 

2,796 

10,066 

18 

!  6,270 

37,785 

30.69-33.07 

1,976 

12,0U2 

25 

:  6,380 

U4,l65 

30.1+7-31.78 

1,987 

lU,029 

Oct. 

1 

:  6,270 

50,1+35 

29.1+5-32.21 

1,936 

15,965 

8 

:  5,170 

55,605 

29.95-32.15 

1,607 

17,573 

15 

:  3,960 

59,565 

30.00-32.10 

1,225 

18,795 

22 

:  1,210 

60,775 

30.79-32.10 

377 

19,171+ 

1965 

:  Sept. 

2U 

:  5,320 

5,320 

30.73-32.95 

1,669 

1,669 

30 

!  7,952 

4/13, 10U 

30.68-32.7!+ 

2,500 

U,ll6 

Oct. 

8 

:  6,10l+ 

19,208 

30.89-32.68 

1,932 

6.0U9 

15 

i  3,861+ 

23,072 

30. 79-32. 6U 

1,218 

7,266 

22 

!  2,688 

25,760 

30.43-32.64 

841 

8,107 

28 

!  2,576 

28,336 

30.84-32.64 

812 

8,920 

:  Nov. 

5  : 

5/l,++00 

29,736 

30.97-32.^+ 

U63 

9,382 

1/  Annual  and  cumulative  totals  adjusted  for  contract  cancellations  unless  otherwise  stated. 
2/ Excludes  130,000  pounds  purchased  for_ Puerto  Rico.    3/  Includes  lUo,000  pounds  purchased  for 
PuertoRicO  and~the~  Virgin  Islands .    4/  Reflects  a  reduction  of  168,036"  pounds  at  $53,000     5/  in- 
cludes 22U,000  pounds  of  parts  with  price  range  of  35.2U-UO.95  cents. 


PES-2U0  -  2k  -  FEBRUARY  1966 


Table  13. — United  States  poultry  meat  exports  to  selected  areas,  1958-65 


Fresh  or 

frozen 

Year  and  ', 
area  '. 

Broilers 
and 
fryers 

\      Total  * 
.    chickens  . 
.  and  capons  . 

Turkey 

\  Total 
.  poultry 

;  1/ 

:  Total 
:  canned 
:  poultry 

:  All 
:  poultry 
:    meat  2/ 

1958  i 
West  Germany  : 
Total  Common  Market  : 
Other  countries  : 
All  countries  ! 

J.  ,  \AJ\J  _L  D  . 

3,2U3 
i+,6l5 
19,120 
23,735 

1+,919 
6,976 
30,063 
37,039 

1,956 
2,131 
3,078 
5,209 

7,073 
9,775 
38,699 
i+8,i+7i+ 

617 

626 
2,320 
2,91+6 

±  ,  Wv  XD  . 

7,690 

10,1+01 

1+1,019 
51,1+20 

1959  i 
West  Germany  ; 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries  : 
All  countries  : 

23,930 
28,0lU 
1+2,357 
70,371 

37,730 
1+3,156 

55,157 
98,313 

6,1+65 
6,929 
5,081 
12,010 

1+5,229 
51,261 
61+,  788 
116,01+9 

7,11+5 
7,157 
2,531+ 
9,691 

52,371+ 
58,1+18 
67,322 
125,71+0 

I960  ! 
West  Germany  j 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries  ! 
All  countries  ! 

Uo,8lU 
^7,845 
1+5, 169 
93,OlU 

63,665 
73,831 
59,822 
133,653 

15,891 
17,025 
7,119 
2k,ikk 

81,558 
92,970 
70,788 
163,758 

l+,l+22 
l+,65l 

8,136 
12,787 

85,980 
97,621 
78,921+ 
176,51+5 

1961 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

79,505 
9^,632 
5U,68l 
1^9,313 

110,631 
130,575 
70,8U8 
201,1+23 

17,991 
19,566 
8,296 
27,862 

130,989 
152,931+ 
82,858 
235,792 

6,761 
6,893 

5,361+ 
12,257 

137,750 
159,827 
88,222 
2l+8,0l+9 

1962 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

93,290 
112,897 

59,679 
172,576 

122,166 
lU6,270 
7^,920 
221,190 

25,117 
28,903 
7,950 
36,853 

11+8,872 
177,028 
86,191+ 
263,222 

3,1+1+9 
3,526 
l+,270 
7,796 

152,321 
180,551+ 
90,1+61+ 
271,018 

1963 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

29,100 
1+0,578 
71,695 
:  112,273 

146,1+01 
60,77*+ 
93,582 
15^,356 

19,276 
2l+,192 
6,697 
30,889 

66,1+70 
85,937 
10l+,639 
190,576 

8,1+01 
8,658 
9,603 
18,261 

7l+,871 
9l+,595 
llU,2l+2 
208,837 

I96U 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

!  35,875 
:  1+2,851+ 
:  67,813 
:  110,667 

59,100 
71,015 
88,09U 
159,109 

23,130 
30,601 
12,631 
1+3,232 

83,582 
103,512 
105,01+9 
208,561 

15,71+1 
16,119 
6,526 
22,61+5 

99,323 
119,631 
111,575 
231,206 

196k,  Jan. -Nov. 
West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

:  33,800 
:     ho, 356 
:  62,111 
:  102,1+67 

55,781+ 
66,397 
80,230 
ll+6,627 

21,027 
27,806 
11,090 
38,896 

78,103 
96,037 
95,120 
191,157 

ll+,l+69 
ll+,835 
6,317 
21,152 

92,572 
110,872 
101,1+37 
212,309 

I965,  Jan. -Nov. 
West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

i  18,682 
:  2h,0h6 
:  51,862 
:  75,908 

28,859 
37,001 
60,651 
97,652 

3l+,550 
1+6,101 
7,565 
53,666 

65,289 
86,031 
73,550 
159,581 

13,01+5 
13,509 
5,252 
18,761 

78,331+ 
99,51+0 
78,802 
178,31+2 

1/  Includes  other  poultry  and  game.    2/  Product  weight. 
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